
Creative Writing & Critical Reading 
 
Objective: This course is more than your typical writing class - we emphasize both reading and                
writing because they are intrinsically connected with one another! The course is built around in-depth               
analysis of classic essays and works that define modern Western thought, coupled with             
genre-specific skills-based writing exercises. By the end of the course, your student will be able to: 
❖ Logically analyze literary works from a variety of genres 
❖ Efficiently outline and put together a coherent essay to answer a prompt in less than an hour 
❖ Understand and appreciate rhetorical tools that authors use to convey a point 
❖ Appreciate the importance of literary and historical context in interpreting a text 
❖ Logically outline a text for rational argumentation 
❖ Build a robust vocabulary toolbox 

 
Course Format: 75 minutes, once a week 
 
 

Session Topic Objectives 

1 Critical Reading: Context is Key 
C.S. Lewis, Bulverism 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, The 
American Scholar 

● Students understand the defining role 
of context in textual interpretation 

● Students are introduced into literary 
vs. historical context 

● Students are introduced to 
anachronism, and how to avoid 
anachronistic textual  

2 Creative Writing: Vocabulary Drill ● Students are taught the importance of 
word choice in their writing, and how 
synonyms with different connotations 
can lend to different perceptions 

● Students practice writing efficiently 
with new vocabulary. 

3 Critical Reading: Breaking Down 
Argumentative Essays 
Michael Slezak, “Space Mining: 
the Next Gold Rush?”, Scientific 
American 

● Students are introduced to authors’ 
modes of persuasion - logos, ethos, 
pathos 

● Students are introduced to logical 
argumentation and outlining of logical 
arguments 

4 Creative Writing: Persuasive Writing, 
Logical Constructs 

● Students learn the art of crafting 
rational arguments in the context of a 
persuasive essay.  

● Students learn about paper 
structuring, and strategic organization 
in argumentative writing 



5 Critical Reading: Rhetorical 
arguments 
Plato, The Apology of Socrates 

● Students understand basics of 
rhetorical construction and use of 
rhetorical devices 

● Students understand the basis for 
ancient Greek philosophy and its 
impact on Western thought 

6 Creative Writing: Narrative and 
Descriptive Writing 

● Students apply vocabulary skills 
towards creative narrative writing 

● Students learn about author motive, 
voice, and implicit narration 

7 Critical Reading: Literary Analysis 
“How the Junkman Traveled to Find 
Treasure in His Own Yard”, Turkish 
Fable 

● Students learn to connect literary 
devices with author motive 

● Students learn about allegory, 
extended metaphor, and the use of 
such devices in folklore 

8 Creative Writing: Technical Writing 
Workshop 

● Students analyze and emulate the 
writing style of technical documents, 
including scientific papers. 

● Students learn the value of concise 
and precise language in technical 
writing 

 


